


Mark Sobel 
PO Box 8700 
Universal City, C A 91618 
(818) 763-542 




Mr. Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd 



Frederick, MD 21701 
July 30, 1997 
Dear Mr. Weisberg, 

Last fall you were kind enough to reply to my question regarding your 
estimation of the credibility of Hugh MacDonald. Thank you. 

I have been continuing my research and a number of questions have come 
up that I thought you might have the knowledge with which to guide me. 
These are: 

1)1 cannot find any significant reference anywhere to the back brace that 
was worn by President Kennedy, other than the fact that it was removed 
by nurses at Parkland. Is this brace housed in the National Archives? 

I would like to find out as much about this back brace as possible — can 
you suggest where I might try looking? I am especially interested in 
knowing its dimensions, how it was attached, what it was made of, and if 
any holes, marks or blood was found on it. If the brace extended up high 
enough on the President’s back, it could explain much regarding the back 
wound. There is something funny about the President’s slightly hunched 
posture from photos taken along the entire motorcade that day, that might 
be consistent with a metal plate very high up on his back. 

Using the ruler contained in the autopsy photo of the President’s back as a 
guide, I made a frill scale enlargement and found that the tinier hole (the 
one omitted from the Ida Dox sketch seen by HSCA in 1978) is the exact 
, 4mm x 7mm measurement stated on the Autopsy Descriptive Sheet. This 
makes me wonder if the larger hole above could have been made by the 
bullet that entered the President’s throat, nicked his spine, and then exited 



through his back only to slam up against a steel plate which prevented it 
from exiting through his clothing. Perhaps this is the “missile” found in the 
sheets at the autopsy? 

Also, if the bullet to enter the back had to penetrate a steel plate, this 
would help to explain why it did not have enough momentum to penetrate 
the back further than an inch or two. 

I # 

Any insights, or directions of research on the brace that you can point me 
' j in, would be much appreciated. 

2) In your 1994 book “selections from WHITEWASH” (by the way, I have 
recently obtained aU 8 of your other JFK assassination books), you state 
on page 312 that a tape recording exists of a threat made to President 
Kennedy’s life by anti- Castro Cubans in Dallas prior to the announcement 
of his November 1963 trip. 

Has anything more come of this? Is there some means by which I could 
obtain more information? 

3) In the 1996 book “OSWALD TALKED” by Ray and Mary LaFontaine, it 
is stated on pages 374-375 (copy enclosed) that former ATF Agent Frank 
Ellesworth told them in a February 1993 telephone conversation that the 
Mannlicher-Carcano was found on the fourth or fifth floor, “not on the 
same floor as the cartridges”. 

i 

I telephoned Frank Ellesworth in Houston recently to ask if he would 
• confirm for me a quote attributed to him in print. While he was cordial, he 
replied after every time I finished a sentence “That’s a closed book.’ 5 He 
would not discuss November 22, 1963. In short order I thanked him 
anyway. 

Do you know anything more about this? If Ellesworth really said this, it is 
of such historical importance that one would think the Justice Department 
should take an official deposition for the record. (Can private citizens sue 
a body such as the Justice Department to compel them to act on a specific 
criminal allegation?) 



i 
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4) I would be very interested to know if, as a result of all of your research, 
you have an opinion about the following: 

In this same book “OSWALD TALKED”, mention is made of a man 
arrested on November 22, 1963, and placed in the Dallas jail. While in the 
jail he reportedly heard talk of gun-running, payoffs in a motel room in 
Dallas, and mention of the name Jack Ruby, (the authors purport his 
source to be Oswald, but this is unproved). I am enclosing a copy of the 
1964 FBI statement that was filed, (and which you have probably already 
seen; I obtained it from the National Archives) as well as the man’s Dallas 
arrest report. 

In “PLAUSIBLE DENIAL” by Mark Lane, Marita Lorenz is quoted under 
oath in a Miami Court Trial in 1985 of detailing a CIA caravan from 
Miami to Dallas on November 21, 1963, in which guns were being run 
into Dallas. She told of going to a motel room (with Frank Sturgis), where 
they were met by E. Howard Hunt (who paid Sturgis) and then later by 
Jack Ruby. (A copy is enclosed). 

These two accounts strike me as being corroborative of a gun-running 
scheme in Dallas tied in to Jack Ruby ... perhaps with E. Howard Hunt 
(and Lee Oswald if he were indeed the source) involved in some capacity. 

Speculating, one could suggest that the CIA through Hunt (whether 
‘officially’ or not) was arranging to arm anti-Castro Cubans for another 
invasion of Cuba. Ruby might have been financing this operation on behalf 
of organized crime. Perhaps assassination participants were recruited from 
those involved — particualarly anti-Castro cuban sharpshooters . . . not all 
participants in this gun-running scheme need have been involved in the . 
assassination, or even known about it. 

Continuing to speculate, perhaps Ruby’s motivation in silencing Oswald 
was primarily so that Oswald could not reveal what he knew about a 
planned Cuba Invasion financed by organized crime and supported with 
weapons by the CIA. . . ? 

Does any of your research material lend credibility to this? Is there any 
documentation of a second planned invasion of Cuba? 



5) Finally, the Joseph Milteer tape seems to me to be as close to a smoking 
gun as anything. Is there additional information that has become known 
about Milteer and his associations that would provide a trail to follow? 



I realize that I’ve asked many questions, and would never expect you to 
provide me with a long discourse. If you might answer with no more than a 
few sentences on each question. I’d be most grateful. OR ... if it is easier to 
speak on the phone, please call me using my MCI code (to reach MCI dial 
(800) 950-1022; at the tone dial my number 0-818-763-5428; at tne next tone 
enter my code 818-763-5428-9725). OR ... just call me collect. 

I’m hoping that a book will come out of my research. 

Thanks for your time. I’m enclosing a pre-stamped envelop for your reply. 



Very Sincerely, 




Mark Sobel 
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JOHN FRANKLIN ELROD, an inmate of the Shelby County, 
Tennessee, Jail, as of August 11, 19^4, furnished the follow-jag 
information: • • : / . . ’ 

ELROD currently lives at Memphis, Tennessee^ and has *. . 
been staying at the Harbor House, Memphis, prior to toe time of 
liis arrest for 'which he wa3. placed in »j£il on Augusw— T , — So^» 

The Harbor House y 1369 Court Avenue, Memphis, is a hone for 
alcoholics, and ELROD stated that he, hitaself, is an alcoholic.. 

' ELROD had cose to the {Shelby County Sheriff’s Office 
during the early morning hour3 of August 11, 19oH, after ..aving 
consumed some beer and vodka® Ke was at that time in possession 
of a sawed-off 12 gauge Ehotgun -which had a pistox grip. He soared 
that he had begun to think of the possibilities o_ kil-ing h_a 

• wife from whom he is new separated. Inasmuch as he had the 
sawed-off shotgun and the desire to kill her was known to him,, he 
decided he should come to the Sheriff’s Office and talk, which he 

’•did, ' . • •• • 

, * . , # *. * ♦ *H # 1»* . S' * * 

’y’T-'vJ; ‘ He further advised that he had been somewhat troubled by r 
events which occurred immediately following the assassination ^ 

President JOHN FITZGERALD KENNED! at Dallas, Texas, on November 11, 

.1963. ~ ■!. • •. ; •. '• . 

Short 1 y after the assassination of the President, ELROD, 

• who had been about two and one half miles from the scene of vha 

assassination at Lemon and Oaklawn Streets in Dallas, was arrested 
by the Dallas Police Department and placed in the JS* 

arrest had nothing to-do with the assassination of the President^ 

• and he knew nothing concerning the assassination o the 

At the City Jail In Dallas, he was placed in Cell 10- on the -1-th 
floor, and at that time his cellmate was a man whose ^den«ity ne 
could not recall. An individual, whose face was smashed wp,_tjas 
brought into ths hallway of the Jail where ELRCDand his cellmate _ 

. could observe him. At that time the unknown cellmavemaae s«m^ 
mention that he had known this man with the injured -t&ce as a . 
result of meeting him at a motel. The cellmate stated uh-t fl\e 
men had met; at a motel, and they had been advanced some money 

• under some type contract. One of these men wa 3 . reposed vO have 
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received $5,000. • The roan with, the injured face had received • 
some money, and he was. reported to have been driving a Thunder- 
bird automobile with a large quantity of guns contained therein. 

ELROD advised he was confined in the Dallas City Jail for a period 
of 72 hours, end he was confused at this time concerning the 
events which occurred. Ke stated he could not recall whether. JACK 
RUBY'S name had been mentioned prior to the time of the' killing of 
LEE HARVEY OSWALD, but . that this cellmate* at some time had told 
him that one of the men who had been at the motel referred to • 
above, • name and location unknown, had been JACK RUBY. This was. 
all the /information which ELROD could recall. / •• •• . > ' • ’ . 

’ ’ . * T ; • -T*. • • 

He stated that on several occasions he. has had difficulty- 
remembering due to his extreme use of alcohol. He knew nothing 
concerning the assassination of the President, the Involvement of 
JACK RUBY in the killing of HARVEY LEE OSWALD, or of any 1 information 
concerning the possibility of the receipt of money by JACK RUBY, 
except the hearsay information he had received from his unknown 
cellmate. ' .-'7.^. •• ... ' 

. • ELROD 1b described as follows: ' . . 

. . • . .• • •• •. , „ . • • . 1 . 

; . ’ ■ ' . •/ 

• • • • Race • V white. •'*. ..y.- . 

’ . . Sex male . . 

Date of birth November 12, .1932 

••• Place of birth Bassett, Arkansas '• >' 

Height • • • 5'lli" ’ • •••• •.■• 

Weight ' 180 lbs. . . \ - • ... 

.. Complexion medium ’ < . 

• Occupation • • . cook *’ 

'• ' - Wife i • JACKIE PAT ELROD nee Richards, 

' ••••■': 6816. Morris, Dallas, Texas 

• ' Father' • - HOBSON ELROD, .Bassett, Arkansas 

..ScarB and marks one and -one-half inch cut scar 

' _ • . .on forehead; little finger, 

. * ‘ left hand, off at first joint; 

. - • ' • 'left arm is undersized. ^ . 





- The identification record of JOHN FRANKLIN ELROD, 

FBI number 91 666 E, dated August 12, 1964, which follows, 
does not reflect incarceration of ELROD in the Dallas City 
Jail as claimed: 



CONTRIBUTOR OF 
fingerprints 



NAME & NO. 



ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 



CHARGE 



DISPOSITION 



PD Dallas 
Texas 



SO Dallas 



SO Dallas 
.. Texas ' 



SO Quitman 
Texas 

SO Memphis 
Term 



John Franklin 

Elrod 

#E-17848 

V * * 

John Franklin 
Elrod : ' 
#116211 . 

• James F. O. ( * 
Elrod 

#116211 v 

..John Elrod * 
#1057 

John Franklin 
Elrod #29001 ' 



5/23/61 



DWI & Inv 
(vio State 
Barb Law) 



2/14/62 DWI . #15345-C 

' • " * . ;•* • • ’ 

11/15/62 T/over #9921 

3/19/63 Simple aslt 
8/11/64 inv Horn Div 



. 3 das jail. 

& F & C Pd> 

. in JOL 
% 0 • 

no billed 
GJ 



. — - | .*• •• • • 

bold ’for Fed 
Auth ' 
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This next page is from the Dallas Records made 
available in 1989. 



police department 
CITY OF DALLAS 
CPS.JI.3fl* 



FIRST NAME 

John. 



MIODLE NAME 

Franklin 



RACE SEX 

WHITE® COLORED O MALE X FEMALE O 

ADDRESS WHERE ARREST MADE 

^vOO Blk iiarry «iines 

charge 

Inv. iiurdar & Co* Vag 

HOW ARREST MAOC 

ON VIEWt!) CALL Zj WARRANT Q 
COMPLAINANT 'NAME RACF SEX AGE' 



ARREST REPORT 

ON 

INVESTIGATIVE PRISONER 

LAST NAME 

Elrod 



OATE . 

11-22-63 



t'PB p. 



AT. THUMB PRl NT 



AGE DATE OF BIRTH 

31 11-12-32 _ _ 

TYPE PREMISES ‘IF BUSInVs^GIVE TRADE NAME'XuIOI 

. Hallroad tracks 



HOME ADDRESS 



ausiNess where arrest made has 

OEEft UQUOR STATE 

LICENSE □ LICENSE fj LlC. NO - 

' LOCATION OF OFFENSE • IF OTHER THAN PLACE OFARREST) 

400 Block £U St. 



HOME ADDRESS-PHONE NO 
HOME ADDRESS- PHQNE NO. 
HOME ADDRESS— ’PHONE NO 



BUSINESS ADDRESS — PHONE NO. 
’ BUSINESS* ADDRESS— -PHONE NO. 
BUSINESS ADDRESS— PHONE NO 



PROPERTY PLACED IN POUND • MAKE. MODEL.’ LICENSE n'q 6V AUTO » PROPERTY PLACED IN PROPERTY ROOM 



NAMES OF OTHERS ARRESTED AT SAME TlMe IN CONNECTION WITH THE SAME OR SIMILAR OFFENSE 
NAME OF AND/OR INFORMATION' CONCERNING OTHER SUSPECTS NOT APPREHENDED 



' OTHER DETAILS OF THE^ARREST 

rhid man was arrested on railroad tracks a few minutes alter radio call was 
did^atched that man was walking along railroad carrying a rifle* This man 

was not carrying rifle at time of arrest. Thin sus pect in unemp l oyed, 

states ha has been in Dallas for two weeks, loot hi6 job last week at ^ 
EL >'enix» States he has been arrested for theft and D.W.I. . 



CHECK ALL ITEMS WHICH APPLY- 

drunkD orinkingQ cursedD RESISTED0 FOUGHT □ 
ARRESTING OFFICER ’ " «• O. NO. 

Barnhart 924 

ofMiSg^CSH-^ 678 



injuRCo 

before arkest Q 



" injured during ofnctmi) 

OR APTCH ARREST P INJURED □ 



SPECIAL 
retort Q 



.1. □. NO. 



ARRESTING OFFICER 

M# A # Khodt® 



974 



WJi5i^u«n 



1^37 



f O. NO." 



investigation assigned to " 
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FILED BY 
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OATE • TIME 



COURT 



DATE •’ TIME" TO CO. JAIL 

''■‘date time 



DISTRIBUTION: l REMOVE* CARBON — CHECK ORIGINAL FOR RECORDS BU — CHECK COPY FOR EACH BUREAU CONCERNED) 
.tco«ds_ »r«e. Ko«ie.o« „ auto „ (-OROERV □ " 



RECORDS SPEC. SCR. MOM 1C IOC AUTO 

BURCA* " □ BUREAU Q ROBBERY □ TH EFT □ 
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Hunt's sworn denial that Sturgis had a CIA connection was repudiated Q. Did you go on a trip with Mr. Sturgis from Miami during November 

by the testimony of all of the relevant witnesses and even challenged by of 1963? 

the words he had himself written in his novel. A. Yes. 

On the other hand. Lorenz, who had testified that Sturgis worked for ? Q. Was anyone else present with you when you went on that trip? 
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Affidavit of Roger L. McCarthy 



1. Roger L. McCarthy, having been duly sworn, declare as follows: 

1. 1 am Chief Executive Officer of Failure Analysis Associates, Inc., (FaAA) which is 
headquartered in Menlo Park California. FaAA, founded in 1967, is the largest 
engineering firm in the nation dedicated primarily to the analysis and prevention of 
failures of an engineering or scientific nature. FaAA is a wholly owned subsidiary and 
the largest operating unit of The Failure Group, Inc., (Failure). Failure employs almost 
500 full time staff, including almost 300 degreed professionals, more than 90 of whom 
hold doctorates in their fields. We maintain nine offices in the U.S., three in Europe, and 
one in Canada. 1 am also Chief Executive Officer of The Failure Group, Inc. The Failure 
Group, Incorporated is a publicly traded company on (he NASDAQ exchange, under the 
symbol "FAIL.' 1 



2. 1 hold five, academic degrees: l) A Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy from the University of 
Michigan, 2) A Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering from the University of 
Michigan, 3) An S. M. degree in Mechanical Engineering from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, 4) The professional degree of Mechanical Engineer (Mech.E.) 
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and 5) A Ph.D. in Mechanical 
Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). I graduated from the 
University of Michigan Phi Beta Kappa, Summa Cum Laude, the Outstanding 
Undergraduate in Mechanical Engineering in 1972, and a National Science Foundation 
Fellow. 

3. I am a Registered Professional Mechanical Engineer in the states of California (#M2004(>) 
and Arizona (#13684). I have authored several dozen scientific pupers, and currently 
serve on the Visiting Committee of MITs Mechanical Engineering Department. In 1992 
I was appointed by President Bush to two year term on the President's Commission on the 
National Medal of Science. I have attached my current resume with u listing of my 
publications ns exhibit 1. 



4. In cariy 1992 Failure Analysis Associates, Inc. (FaAA) was approached by representatives 
of the American Bar Association (ABA) to assist in putting together a "courtroom of the 
2 1 st century" instructional session, in the form of a mock trial, for the Annual ABA 
meeting, which was to be held that summer in San Francisco, California. FaAA was 
involved in the process of a selecting the topic of the trial, which was eventually decided 
to be the trial of Lee Harvey Oswald for first degree murder for the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy in Dallas in 1963. To simplify the task in coordinating the 
extensive computer analysis and evidence, FaAA agreed to provide the expert witness 
analysis, and the testifying experts themselves, for both the prosecution and defense. 
Separate teams were assembled to assist each side. 



5. Wliile FaAA was not funded for the investigation or evidence developed for either side, 
we applied the best techniques uvailable to some, but certainly not all, of the questions 
that have remained concerning the assassination, and Lee Harvey Oswald's role in it. The 
"Courtroom of the 21st Century" theme required the most modem computerized 
animation and video presentation. There was not a conclusion reached by FaAA as a 
company concerning the issues of the assassination. Each of our teams did its best within 
the factual, time and resource constraints to assist the two eminent trial lawyer teams to 
resolve the key issues for their respective sides. In the end, after two days of trial, the 
mock jury, selected by the jury analysis firm DecisionQuest, was split 7 for conviction 
and 5 for acquittal of Lee Harvey Oswald on the first degree murder charge. 

6. Each of our teams sought to find sufficient information in the extensive investigation 
records of the Warren Commission, and (he House Select Committee proceedings, that, 
when combined with the unparalleled technical analysis skills of our organization, would 
produce incontrovertible scientific findings that would resolve some of the outstanding 
issues one way or another. I believe the jury’s inability to resolve Oswald's guilt in light 
of FaAA’s investigation, and statc-of-thc-an visualization, stems from the fact that 1) 
FaAA did not have the time or resources to completely analyze the whole investigatory 
record, and 2) there are gaps in the factual record that our analysis was unable to bridge. 
For example, if the National Archives could locate the brain of President Kennedy, which 
was sent to them and not buried with his body, wc believe the direction of the fatal bullet 
could be incontrovertibly resolved. 

7. Subsequent to our presentation one Gerald Posner contacted Dr. Robert Piziali, the loader 
of the prosecution team, and requested copies of the prosecution material, but not defense 
material, which wc provided. Eventually Random House published a book by Mr. Posner 
entitled Case Closed. While Mr. Posner acknowledges in the book the material from 
Failure Analysis Associates he does not mention or acknowledge the ABA, or mention or 
acknowledge that there was additional material prepared by FaAA for the defense. 
Incredibly, Mr. Posner makes no mention of the fact that the mock jury that heard and 
saw the technical material that he believes is so persuasive and "closed" the case, but 
which also saw the FaAA material prepared for the defense, could not reach a verdict. 

8. In early televised interviews of Mr. Posner that were witnessed by FaAA staff, Mr. Posner 
made no attempt to correct any supposition by a questioner that the FaAA analytical work 
was performed at his request for him. and certainly left quite the opposite impression. 

Further the affiant sayth not. 
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